


6. Turn right and walk along the
road for 30 yards, then cross and
go through a stile on your left
into a eld.

Note the waymarkers on the
stile indicating the Kirklees Way,
a long distance footpath which
largely follows the boundaries of
the Kirklees Council area.
Keeping close to the wall on the
right, ascend the eld towards
the radio masts ahead. Climb a
wooden stile at the top and go
through a gap, then turn right
onto a rough lane.

The view opens out again from this point, with more
distant landmarks appearing beyond the Colne
Valley. This is the highest point of the walk with good
views of various landmarks on the skyline (see sketch
above).

9. When the metalled road turns steeply downhill
and becomes setted, continue along it around sharp
bends towards two houses that can be seen from
above as you descend.

From this road, a new view appears of the linear
village of Longwood across the valley with a mill dam
and reservoir in the foreground. Longwood until very
recently boasted at least three very large textile mills.
Now only one remains. The long straight hill above
the village is Longwood Edge with more quarries
below the skyline.

10. At the bottom of the hill turn right, in front of
the houses, across a rough yard and right again into
a green lane. Cross a small stone stile after 30 yards
and enter a eld. Keep close to the old wall on the
right along the green track, which soon begins to rise
gently, the ground underfoot becoming more uneven
and stony as you pass to the right of a tall holly.
Carry on uphill towards rather dilapidated barns on
the skyline. The view from this point is once more
enticing. The path now descends into a small muddy
clough.

11. Cross the stile and turn right, walk across the
elds, keeping close to the wall on your left.

7. Asyou walk down the lane, a view
of Hudders eld appears between
the houses. Walk to the T-junction.
Turn left onto a metalled road.
Scapegoat Hill now appears over
to the right with the Baptist Chapel
and the primary school prominent
on the outskirts.

8. Continue forward along the
road to the next junction. Cross
the road to Nettleton Hill Road. At
this point there is a Guide Stoop
(see frontispiece) erected in 1756.
Here there are good views across to
Halifax.

(Note: From here, the Scape House
Inn lies a third of a mile down
School Lane should you require
refreshment.)

From the Guide Stoop walk along
Nettleton Hill Road down the
gentle slope, towards another small
settlement (Nettleton Hill), with a
cul-de-sac road sign in view ahead.
Stay on the road past the junctions
with New Lane and then Green Lane
Terrace.
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12. Cross a wooden stile into a metalled lane, turn
left and, almost immediately right, just before a stone
barn, passing through a tight wooden snicket. Go
forward to a second snicket, after which keep close
to the left hand wall as far as the next wooden stile.
Cross the stile and turn right, following the path
downhill, with the barbed wire on the right, beyond
which are gorse bushes on the steep hillside.

The path ahead at this point is not in a good state of
repair, though improvements are being made. Care is
needed in the descent.

Ignore the path crossing at right angles and continue
over stiles downhill. After the nal wooden stile,
descend through a tunnel of trees to the road,
emerging into a housing estate.

13. You will see the spire of St John’s Church, Golcar,
and the village cricket eld ahead of you.

Follow the estate road round to the right, emerging
after 150 yards onto a main road, Swallow Lane. Turn
left down the hill passing the Commercial Inn on the
right. Head towards the cross at Town End, Golcar.
Turn right along the main street of Golcar to the
Parish Church.

Opposite the churchis alane called Cliffe Ash, 10 yards
down which stands the Colne Valley Museum within a
row of former weavers’ cottages. The museum is open
at weekends throughout the year.

Looking towards Longwood Edge

The linear part of this walk ends here in Golcar. From
here you can catch a bus at Town End to Hudders eld
or, from Brook Lane, the 394 / 395 bus back to the
starting point in Slaithwaite.

If you wish to complete the circlular walk on foot,

follow the directions below.

At the next sharp bend opposite the Parish Church,
cross over the rst lane on the right (Cliffe Ash)
and walk down the next one, Carr Top Lane, which
descends steeply.

This steep narrow lane is quite hazardous and used
by many vehicles. Stay close to the side and be aware
of traf c in both directions.

Follow this lane through a “chicane” halfway down,
and at the fork take the “No Entry” direction at the
junction. Cross the road into Chapel Lane. This is a
dangerous crossing point. Take great care.

On the ground just before the Church is the date

stone from the previous Baptist building. Go down

the lane past Golcar Baptist Church (former Sunday
School).

It becomes, rst, a narrower metalled lane and then
a footpath between walls, with setts underfoot.
Enter another narrow metalled lane and continue
downhill, turning right, then left. Where the tarmac
ends, continue downhill and bear right to pass under
a double-arched railway viaduct. Stay on this broad
earth track as it curves to the right and descends
steeply, via steps at the end, over the bridge to the
towpath of the Hudders eld Narrow Canal. Turn right
along the towpath to walk back to the starting point
in the centre of Slaithwaite, which is about two miles
away.



